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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, PFOR, TU 

SUBJ: PRESS INTERVIEW WITH EOREIGN MINISTER 
CAGLAYANGIL: US-TURKISH RELATIONS 

REE: ANKARA 0096 

1 . IN REFTEL WE SUMMARIZED THE LENGTHY INTERVIEW WHICH 
FOREIGN MINISTER CAGLAYANGIL GAVE TO NILUEER YALCIN OF 
MILLIYET JANUARY 6. DUE TO THE IMPORTANCE OE THE EONMIN'S 
COMMENTS CONCERNING TURKISH-AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP WE BELIEVE 
THE FOLLOWING QUOTATIONS WORTH REPORTING IN FULL: 
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2. IN RESPONSE TO YALCIN'S COMMENT THAT "IN 1975 TURKISH- 
AMERICAN RELATIONS HAD ENTERED A NEW PHASE DUE TO THE 
EMBARGO, THE BASE CLOSURE, AND THE BEGINNINGS OE BILATERAL 
DEEENSE NEGOTIATIONS," THE EONMIN REPLIED, "THINKING THAT 
TURKISH-AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP DEPENDS ON THE BASES, 

NAMELY THAT IE THE BASES WERE ELIMINATED THEN TURKISH-AMERICAN 
ERIENDSHIP WOULD END, IS AN OPINION WHICH DENIES THE STRONG 
TIES WHICH EXIST BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS. IF THE 
CONTINUATION OE OUR FRIENDSHIP DEPENDS ON THE BASES, THEN 
WE ARE NOT (RPT NOT) EACH OTHER'S FRIENDS BUT ERIENDS OE THE 
BASES." 

3. WHEN ASKED IE IT WERE INDEED TRUE THAT TURKISH-AMERICAN 
RELATIONS HAD BEEN IRREPARABLY DAMAGED, CAGLAYANGIL 
ANSWERED, "IT IS A MISTAKE TO THINK THAT THERE WILL BE A 
COOLNESS BETWEEN TURKEY AND THE UNITED STATES IE THE BASES 
ARE NOT RPT NOT) REACTIVATED. TURKEY AND THE UNITED STATES ARE 
ALLIED BECAUSE OE THEIR PHILOSOPHIES AND COMMON DEEENSE 
REQUIREMENTS. WE STILL NEED NATO. YES, IT IS TRUE THAT 
CONDITIONS HAVE CHANGED SINCE NATO WAS EOUNDED. HOWEVER, 

THE REAL REASONS FOR NATO'S GENESIS HAVE NOT (RPT NOT) 
DISAPPEARED. BECAUSE OE THIS I DO NOT (RPT NOT) SHARE 

THE OPINION THAT OUR OLD ERIENDSHIP WITH THE UNITED 
STATES CANNOT BE REVIVED AETER THE EMBARGO. TRUE, THE 
EMBARGO DECISION HAS SHAKEN MUTUAL CONFIDENCE. THIS MUST 
BE ACCEPTED. HOWEVER, THESE THINGS HAPPEN IN EOREIGN 
RELATIONS. TURKISH-AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP HAS ENOUGH STRENGTH 
TO OVERCOME SUCH TRANSITORY TROUBLES. I HOPE THAT OUR 
COOPERATION WITH OUR GREAT ALLY WILL AGAIN RETURN TO A 
MUTUALLY BENEEICIAL COURSE." 

4. COMMENT: IN RECENT YEARS IT HAS BEEN CUSTOMARY 
EOR TURKISH CRITICS OE THE UNITED STATES TO BE QUITE 
OUTSPOKEN WHILE OUR ERIENDS HAVE USUALLY REMAINED SILENT. 

WE EIND THE EACT THAT EONMIN CAGLAYANGIL HAS CHOSEN TO 
BREAK WITH THIS PRACTICE AT THIS TIME PARTICULARLY 
REFRESHING. 
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